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The Hadiths on Obedience to the Ruler in Light of the Prophetic
Methodology for Political Change
By: Dr. Majed Riad Alelewe

Abstract

There are numerous prophetic texts that command absolute
obedience to the ruler, as well as many that restrict this obedience
within specific limits. It is well known that Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) established a path towards political change that
ensured rights and freedoms, protected against tyranny and
despotism, and upheld human dignity. How should we understand
these texts that grant rulers absolute immunity, and command
obedience to them regardless of their circumstances?

This research analyzes these texts in light of the prophetic
methodology for political change, which is based on three pillars: the
development of the individual, the comprehensive project, and the
general principles of change represented by the constitution, justice,
and shura. Thus, the command for absolute obedience in some texts
aligns with the pillar of individual development, as the Arabs
traditionally resisted submission and obedience. The Prophet (peace
be upon him) aimed to refine this nature within them.

This obedience revolves around preserving the comprehensive
project, as evidenced by texts warning against rebellion against the
community. This obedience is conditioned on what is good and aligns
with the general principles of justice and consultation.

Key words: Hadiths, Obedience, Ruler, Change, Politics.
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Nebevi Siyasi Degisim Metodu Isiginda Yoneticiye itaatle ilgili
Hadisler
Dr. Majed Riad Al Elewi

Ozet

Hz. Peygamber’in hadisleri arasinda, yoneticilere kayitsiz
sartsiz itaat edilmesini emreden metinlerin yani sira, bu itaati belirli
sartlarla sinirlayan metinler de bulunmaktadir. Hz. Peygamber’in (sav)
hak ve 6zgurlikleri glivence altina alan, baski ve istibdattan koruyan
ve insan onurunu muhafaza eden bir siyasi degisim yolu tesis ettigi de
bilinmektedir. Bu durumda yoneticilere mutlak bir dokunulmazlk
saglayan ve her durumda onlara itaat edilmesini emreden bu hadisler
nasil anlasiimahdir ?

Arastirma, s6z konusu hadislerin nebevi siyasi degisim metodu
1siginda tahlil edilmesi yolunu izlemistir. Bu metot ¢ temel ilkeye
dayanmaktadir ve bunlar, insan insasi, kapsamli bir proje ve anayasa,
adalet ve sura tarafindan temsil edilen genel degisim ilkeleridir.

Bu baglamda bazi hadislerde gecen mutlak itaat emri insan
insasi ilkesine uygundur. Zira Arap milleti otoriteye boyun egmekten
kacinan bir mizaca sahiptir ve Hz. Peygamber (sav) onlarin bu
niteligini terbiye etmek istemistir. Bu, kapsamli projeyi korumaya
yonelik bir itaattir. Dolayisiyla cemaatten ayrilmayi yasaklayan
hadisler, adalet ve sura gibi genel ilkelerle uyumlu olarak iyilik ve
dogruluk cercevesinde sinirli bir itaat anlayisi ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hadisler, itaat, Yonetici, Degisim, Siyaset.
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